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BY the death ofT. A. RICKMAN on November 22, 1945, a few days 
after his ninetieth birth~ay, the Alpine Club suffers a loss of one of the 
few remaining members elected in the '8o's. He was elected a member 
of the Club on March 5, 1889, and, to judge by the standard of qualifica
tions in those days, it is evident that he had no rivals in his enthusiasm 
for the sport of mountaineering. Between the years 1873 and 1888 he 
had climbed most of the major peaks of the Oberland and the Valais, his 
most successful seasons being those of 1877, when, in the company of 

,. W. A. Greene, his list of ascents included the Gross Glo'ckner, Cristallo 
and Ortler, and 1888, when he accomplished the ascents of Eiger, 
Monch and Jungfrau, finishing up with a traverse of the Rothorn from 
Zermatt to Zinal. A nati:ve of Staines, Mr. Rickman took up residence 
in Addlestone; Surrey, so~e seventy years ago, and it was here that 
he and his wife came to be known for their public spirit and sympathy. 
He was nominated a Justice of the Peace· for Surrey in the year 1909 
and became probably the senior magistrate in the district , while his 
many other local activities were continued to an advanced age. He will 
be long remembered for his kindly nature and good works. 

HENRI HARLE 
\ 

1862-1946 

HENRI HARLE was elected a member of the Alpine Club in the year 
~ 895. Born on September 22, 1862, at Bagneres de Bigorre in the 
Hautes Pyrenees, his first essays in climbing were made in his native 
mountains with two first ascents in the year I 889. In later years he 

· visited both Dauphine and Zermatt, doing most of the well known 
·climbs. ·Educated at the Ecole Centrale. des Arts et de Manufacture; 
.Paris, he obtained the degree of Ingenieur des Arts et Manufacture, 
and subsequently the degree of Licencie en Droit at Bordeaux, where, 
following his father's profession, he was engaged for several years on 
the Chemins de fer du Midi. He was very proud of his membership 
.of the Alpine Club and, on the cessation of 'hostilities in 1945, he took 
immediate steps to resume his full status as a member. He died on 
or about January 21, 1946, in his eighty-fou~h year, a~d in his cleat~ 
the Club has lost the doyen of its French members. 
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CHARLES STEPHEN ASCHERSON . 

1877-1945 

AT 1\tlontenvers in 1898 I first met Ascherson, and, except during 
the 1914-1918 war when he was serving, have rarely passed a year 
without a holiday with him in the Alps or in Scotland. 

In 1898 he had come to Montenvers with H .. V. Reade and Ulrich 
Almer from Dauphine, where they had traversed Ecrins and J.V[eije 
and done lesser climbs. From Montenvers they traversed · Charmoz· 
and Grepon and climbed the Aiguille V erte by the now almost dis
carded Whymper route. 

A~cherson did many of the great climbs in the Alps, generally with 
Ulrich Almer as guide. 

In July 1897 he planned and made with H. J. Mothersill, Ulrich 
Almer, Christian Kaufmann and Christian Jossi, jun., a new climb on 
the· N: face ~f ,the Breithorn (A.J. 18. 528). · 

After 1900 his climbing was mainly guideless, the less severe passes 
and peaks being chosen. . 

In the mountains we looked to him as a pathfinder, skilful in the 
use of maps and compass. He was also a safe rock climber, and at 
one time an enthusiast in the English Lake District. 

After the 1914-18 war, Asch·erson taught me to fish and our holidays 
were spent on the Scottish rivers, generally the Spey. 

He was for long a watcher and lover of birds and a very accurate 
observer of their nesting habits : this, with a love of trees, shrubs and 
wild flowers, made him and his family who had like tastes the best of 
companions for a holiday in Scotland. Many have lost a very dear 
friend. 

/ 

L. W. RoLLESTON. 

MARSHALL KING SMITH 

1867-1946 

THE death of M. K . . 8-mith ends a close association especially with the 
mountains of North Wales. He was an original member of the 
Climbers' Club and served on the Committee. He was one of the 
grol:lp of mountaineers who used to meet regularly at Pen y Gwryd 
in the eighties of last century. On the occasion of the accident to 
Salt on Lliwedd he showed remarkable energy and made his way alone 
-to the top to get down and try to help .. ·His name appears in the 
Climbers' Guides as having carried out exploratory climbs on Lliwedd 
with such companions as Eckenstein, J. M. A. Thomson and others. 
His close companion from 1889 to 1911, in ·the hills of Wales, the 
·Lake ~District and Scotland, was W. E. Corlett, with whom he also 
spent many summers in the Alps, especially in the th~n less visited 
districts such as the Maritime Alps, the Levanna, Tarentaise and 
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Dauphine districts. They also did many climbs in the Central 
Pennine range, the Bernina, the Ortler and other eastern· ranges .in 
Austria. 

M. K. Smith was a cautious as well as a strong climber; he could 
~lways be relied op. in any difficult place. In any emergency such as 
that due to falling stones, or snow tending to avalanche, his flow . of 
language could always be counted on to enliven the situation. He was 
steady and useful on the rope. Despite an assimilated appearance of 
severity, he .had a kind and generous nature at?-~ made a go9d and· 
reliable companion. · 

He continued to climb in the Alps and in Great Britain after his 
marriage and made several expeditions with his wife in the period. 
bet~een the two great wars ; she is a well known member of the 
Ladies' Afpine Club. In later years he spent several short holidays 
on the Cornish coast and · enjoyed the descent of difficult granite cliffs. 
amidst the screeching of gulls and the roar of the Atlantic Ocean. 

He served his country well for many years as Secretary of Trinity 
· House. 

. l'o us who often met him on hills and mountains, his death is a great 
personal loss. 

W. E. CoRLETT~ 
A. w. ANBREWS. 

· s .. B. DoNKIN. 

ERNEST HAMILTON STEVENS · 
. .. 

1864-1945 
. 

' 

~RNEST HAMILTON STEVENS who died O? September 3, 1945, in his 
eighty-first year was a native of Brighton. He was educated at Brighton 
Grammar School where he became head of the school and from which 
he matriculated as an Exhibitio·ner at London University, where he 
took his B.A. in 1885. He was successively an Assistant Master at 
Brighton Grammar School and Brighton College before proceeding to 
Heidelberg University. There he was awarded the University prize 
for Physics, the University Gold Medal for Research and finally the 
degree of Ph.D. summa cum laude in 1899. On leaving Heidelberg he 
was appointed Second Master of Brighton Grammar School and in 
1906 he became Head Master of Westminster City School, where he 
remained until his retirement in I 929. This school therefore became 
the scene of his principal .life's work. He went there at a time when 
the scope and function of secondary education was engaging increased 
attention, and he threw himself with characteristjo en~rgy and ability 
into t~e work of reorganisation to bring and keep the school abreast 
of the most exacting of modern standards. That he achieved a notable 
succe.ss is witnessed by the warm and spontaneous tributes paid to 
his metnory by former governors, colleagues and associates, and by 
old boys of the school. 

• . . • 
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His special field was Science, but he was a man of wide culture and 
in his scheme of education the humanities were given full attention. 
He served in various capacities on the Head Masters' Association 
and filled the office of President in 1925. · He was a supervisor of 
Post-G.raduate Students, Educatjon Department of King's College, 
London, for several years and Associate Examiner in Education for 
the University of ~ondon from 1931 to 1941. · ~ 

He was a keen sportsman, had played cricket for the Gentlemen of 
Sussex .and lawn tennis for Sussex County, in addition to Association 
football and lacrosse, but in later years his pri~cipal interest was in 
mountaineering. He visited the Alps regularly from 1898 till the 
outbreak of war in 1914 and resumed his expeditions after 1919. He 

, had a keen hnd abiding love of mountains and mountain scenery 
and made numerous ascents in the Dolomites, the Central and Western 
Alps, including the ascent of the Matterhorn by the Zmutt ridge in 
I 906. Although he had no first ascent to his credit and would have 
disclaimed any distinction as a mountaineer, he was a sound and 
reliable climber' and as a friend who had been one of his companions .. 
remarked of him, ' He was a splendid ·comrade on the rope and every
where else.' In 1906 he married Elizabeth Hildersley, who shared his 
love of the mountains and accompanied him on many of his su~sequent 
expeditions and was herself one of the early members of the Ladies' 
Alpine Club and at one time its ·Treasurer. · . 

He was elected . a member of the Club in 1905 and served on the 
Committee in 1942-44. l-Ie will be remembered by many besides 
those who knew him personally for his contributions to the }OURNAL, 

particularly those dealing with the Paccard-Balmat controversy and 
Dr. Paccard's lost narrative of the first ascent of Mont Blanc, and it 
will be . generally admitted th~t his article in the JOURNAL ·of May 1929 
finally established beyond question Dr. Paccard's title to the main 
credit for that · ascent. He also ·edited for Blackwell 's Mountaineering 

• • 
Library A. W. Moore's The Alps in 1864. · · 

He was widely read in Alpine literature and was always ready to· 
place his knowledge on this and other subjects at the service of others, 
and he had many Alpine correspondents. \He will be missed by many 
friends who had come to know him as a wise counsellor and loyal and 
trusted comrade. 

A. E. CLARKE . . 

I have been requested to add a few words to Mr. Clarke's In 
Memoriam of Ernest Stevens. . 

It is not oftenJhat ..,.one forms a friendship very valued on my side---· 
purely by correspondence. It was nearly a year after the said corre
spondence had begun that we actually met at the Club. Never un
fortunately were we together in the Alps. As a correspondent he was 
the most enchanting person to exchange letters with, lucid, clear, 
and scholarly in the highest degree. rl might add that when editing the 

' 
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JOURNAL, Stevens was just about the one contributor ,;vhose articles 
could be despatched to the printers within ·five minutes of their reaching 
me ! · It was Douglas Freshfield who first informed me that a new 
prophet had arisen in the Club and that an article on Dr. Paccard that 
he had just received' for comment, please,' from Stevens, was the final, 
complete refutation of a legend then nearly I 50 years old. 

Bourrit was probably the original author of this travesty of facts, 
Dumas had enhanced them in the grand romantic style, while Carrier 
in colourless fashion had carried on the tradition supported by Durier. 
Next came Whymper and Mathews, the one cynically and the other 
unconvincingly, · ~hawing signs of supporting a new theory that Dr. 
Paccard was the hero and Balmat, ' the noble peasant,' really the villain 
of the piete. Freshfield and Montagnier in scholarly. and erudite 
terms carried on the work of rehabilitation, while Diibi may be said 
to have most nearly succeeded in proving that Paccard was the originator 
of the first ascent of Mont Blanc as well as its real conqueror. The 
last word and what amounts to a complete vindication of Paccard was, 
·however, with Stevens with his mast~rly, ingenious and convincing 
'Lost Narrative,' A.J. 4I. 98- I55, together with -its addenda, ibid., · 
42. 94-6 and I65-84 . . This article will remain as a classic in Alpine 
literature. It should be read in conjunction with Montagnier's 
'Thomas Blaikie and Michel Gabriel Paccard,' A.J. 45· I-34, as a 
further tribute to Paccard's .worth. •- · 

Other and highly valuable and interesting contributions from· Stevens 
are to be found in A .J. 46. I-I 9 ; 4 7. I 97- 20 5. There is a fascinating 
article on ·Forbes in 54· 372- 88, and finally his last paper read before 
the Club, ' Familiar Traverses,' in 54· I I7- 27. A number of valuable 
notes and reviews have also appeared. under })is initials. 

We had quite recently a long and interesting but entirely private 
correspondence on Whymper in I864, on the old familiar theme con
cerning Almer's leap on Les Ecrins, and on the subsequent bergsch_rund 
episode of the Col de la Pilatte. Stevens and I disagreed on the first 
and remained sceptical ·on the second. We both agreed that an 8o year 
old story should not air itself again in the JOURNAL. 

Stevens' death is indeed a loss to the Club, to literature and to all 
his friends. In these few lines it is hard to convey my feelings and 
regrets. 

E. L. STRUTT. 
- ... --- ·-·-- . 

THOMASFOWELLBUXTON 

1889-I945 

·ToM BuxTON who died on October 28 last was educated at E.ton, where 
he was a King's Scholar, and at Trinity College, Cambridge, and he 
was called to the Bar in 19I3. During the 1914-18 war he served with 
the Essex Yeomanry in France and was mentioned in Dispatches. 
In I 919 he succeeded his father as baronet and thereafter he devoted 

• 
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himself to public work, mainly in Essex, where he was Chairman of 
Quarter Sessions aJ?.d in I 928, like other members of his family, High 
Sheriff. He also gave much of his time to Church work, both in the 
Chelmsford Diocese and in connection with the 1\iission to Seamen~ 
of wh_ich he was at one time Treasurer, and the Anti-Slavery and 
Aborigines Protection Society a movement with which his family 
had very long been associated. Early in I939, he obtained a com
mission as Flight Lieutenant in 909 County of Essex Balloon Squadron. 
For the early months of the war he served with the squadron in 
East Ha~, but in I940 he was invalided out after a severe illness by 
which his health was permanently impaired, though this did not 
prevent him from continuing with Home Guard work. In all that he 
undertook h~ never spared himself and throughout his life his first 
thought was of his public duty without further consideration. _ 
· He started climbing in I9I9, first in Skye and then further ·afield. 
In August I920, with Dr. J. W. Arthur he made an attack on Mt. 
Kenya. In those days it was a far more formidable undertaking. to 
reach the mountain than it became even .a few years later and theirs 
was the first successful approach from the south.. The party climbed 
Pt. I.Jenana and then tried ¥ackinder's route up the main peak, but 
the attempt had to be aban<loned owing to bad weather and illness. 
In I 92I he .first climbed in· the Alps and he returned for fre_quent 
seasons in . the inter-war period. He usually went to the Oberland 
or the Valais and he climbed .most of the big peaks in the Zermatt
Arolla district, usua1ly under: the leadership of Christian J ossi, for 
\vhom he had a great affection . . Indeedt he once took. him to the
Coolin and in I934 he persuaded him to join him at Arolla for what 
\vas to prove, I think, Christian:s last season. He also made some 
ascents in the Pyrenees, and in I93I he managed a little climbing in 
New Zealand. In I923 he was elected to the Alpine Club, being 
proposed by his great-uncle, E. N. Buxton, who had been a member 
·of the Club since I 86o, and seconded by J. P. Farrar. · 
- He was a delightful companion, both among the mountains and at 
home quiet, responsive, considerate. The· -first impression he made 
was one of great gentleness, but if anyone thought to take ·advantage 
of it and to bend hirn to a course which he thought wrong, he quickly 
found the inflexible core beneath the gentle manner. With it too went 
a streak of adv~nturpusness which showed itself not only in his moun
taineering but. in his travels in out of_ the way p~rts of the world and 
in his voyage _across the Atlantic ~o Pernambuco as one of a crew of 
four in a 40-foot boat. One of the pictures. which springs to my mind 
is of him sitting in a bitter wind but unruffled in mind and appearance 
on top of one of the big Zermatt peaks and thinking only that his · 
frostbitten· feet would delay the party. . , 
. He was a man vvho sought no public recognition, no power for the 
sake of power, gentle, steadfast, lovable, whose 'mind moved in charity, 
rested in Providence, and turned upon. the poles of~ truth.' 

c. A. ELLIOTT. 
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JOHN WILLIAM FU.RSE F.C~RBES 

I869-I945 . 
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' THE death of J. W. F. FoRBES at the age of seventy-six is a great loss 
to his many friends. Though he. was seldom seen at the Alpine Club, 
his climbing activities ~ontinued for some forty years. He began in 
I899, under the guidance of A. E, Field at Wasdale, and for many years 
he· was the companion of J. C. Gait, H. J. Gait and myself in many 
Alpine seasons, as recorded in the In Memoriam notice of J. C. Gait 
published last N ovem})er in the ALPINE JOURNAL. . 

He was _educated at Clifton College and at Christ's College, Cam
bridge, whc:;re he took the Mathematical Tripos in 189I. He was first 
an assistant master at Bedford School, then for eight years at Warwick 
School, and in I902, when Christ's ~ospital w~s-transferred from· the City 
of London to Horsham, he was appointed house master and remained 
there until his retirement in I 929. Thereafter he continued to live in 
Horsham, where he devoted himself to the activities of the British 
Legion, constantly visiting the 'wives and families of service men· in: 
that area of Sussex. During the recent period of war he kept up these 
activities, combining with them the task of collecting money for War 
Savjngs Societies,. and it was while carrying out these duties by 
bicycle for he had exhausted his petrol ration for this purpq_se that 
he met his death in a road accident. 

• R. s. MORRISH. ' 

. -·~·------------~-

LEWIS PENRICE PENNY 
• 

I878-I945 
• 

THE death took place on December IS, I945, of the Rev. IjEWIS· 
PENRICE PENNY,_ D.D., in his sixty-eighth year. DP. Penny, who was 
a ·bachelor, was born in India in I878, the son of the late Rev. Frank 
4nd Mrs. Penny, his mother being F. E. Penny, the novelist and author 
of The· History of Fort St. George, Madras. When quite young; he 
came to· England, and was brought up in Cheltenham, being later 
educated at Cheltenham College. ·From there he proceeded to New 
College, Oxford, taking his B.A. degree in I90I. Whilst at Oxford 
he coxed the crews. that were Head of the River in I900 and I90I. 
From Oxford ·h~ went to Wells Theological College~ and was' ordained 
deacon in I903, and priest in I904, in the diocese of Worcester. From 
I903 to I905 .he was curate of Holy Trinity, Malvern, later becoming 
Diocesan Missioner for Gloucester from I905 to 1930, and spending 
the remainder. of his life in that city. ·He took his B.D. and D.D. :in 
I924, and front I9I8 to I930 was Examining Chaplain to the Bjshop 
of Gloucester, and.was Honorary Chaplain from I923 to I930~ -

' 
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Constant ill health forced him to give up Church affairs for some con-
siderable time, and he later lived. a quiet and secluded life, though he 
had formerly led an active one. He had been an excellent shot, 
skater and lawn tennis player, whilst he spent many happy holidays 
mountaineering, often in the company of the late Mr. William Meath 
Baker, the well known mountaineer. They had much in common, 
with their music, mountaineering, and .love of books and knowledge 
in all forms. He was elected to the Alpine Club in 1926. 

Dr. Penny was a voracious reader, and possessed. a remarkable . 
library of a wide chara·cter, He would often read into ,the early hours, 
sunk deep in his armchair, surro_unded by books', many of them stand
ing on end so that he could reach them easily. When he went on 
holiday into the country he took with him in his car an enormous suit
case full of books. He was an e~cellent companion, .always ready to 
impart information to all who sought it, a ready talker and a good 
listener. He was pedantic and precise in everything, but never un
pleasantly so. And yet he was always ready to unbend and enter into 
the spirit of the moment. He loved children's parties, and children 
loved him at their parties. Throughout his years of seclusion he 
brought . inspiration, encouragement, help and happiness to those who 
came in contact with him .. · · 

BRIAN FRITH. 

EDMUND HUGH LEWIS WIGRAM . 

1911-1945 
• 

ALMOST exactly a year after the death of his successor in the presidency 
of the Cambridge University Mountaineering Club, Sandy Wedder
burn, and in a way almost as unexpected and tragic, Edmund Wigram 
met his end~ 

He was climbing on' Faith,' on the Idwal Slabs, at the beginning of 
December last, with his wife. When about three pitches up the climb, 
for an unknown r.eason, he fell. The rope caught round a projecting 
rock and held him, after a fall of sixty or seventy feet, but he had 
sustained internal injuries which, after a brief rally, caused his death 
the next day in the hospital at Bangor. 

To anyone who had climbed with him, anything more unlikely than 
that Edmund should be killed on ' Faith ' is hard to imagine. For, 
though not a brilliant rock climber, he was steadin~ss personified ; 
and to watch him climbing always gave one an unusual feeling of confi
dence. He seemed to know his capabilities exactly and always to 
climb well.within his powers. Many were the times when he would 
retreat from: a long way up a difficult pitch, when a rasher man would 
have yielded to the temptation of going on and risking it. Edmund 
was the very reverse of your temperamental climber. His form varied 
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little from day to day. or from year to year whether on British rock or 
in the Alps. After motoring straight up to North Wales from his 
work as a doctor, he could be relied on to ascend any climb within 
his capabilities in perfect safety the next day. 

His cheerfulness and good temper \Vere no less marked. Few can 
ever· have seen Edmund ruffled on a mountain. No lack of _training·,' 
bad weather, disappointment or surprise could disturb his equanimi~y .. 
I think of him .setting a dislocated shoulder on a ledge soo ft. below the 
summit of the Grand .Dru, his first professional task as a newly 
qualified doctor in 1937, and then proceeding to the summit as though 
nothing had happened, while· the patient rested on a -ledge in the sun, 
after which he bore. the brunt ·of helping th~ injured man down to 
Monten~ers before nightfall, a task in which his great strength was 
especially helpful. · 

Or again, at the ~op of the Gjertvastind in the Horungtinder ·at dusk 
on a late August day., after 4! hours of steE-cutting in the hardest ice, 
at the end of nine hours' continuous ridge climbing over four peaks. 
He had never asked to be relieved of the work, never even suggested 
someone · else carrying his rucksack, such was his strength and un
selfishness. And then as \Ve all foregathered on the summit, ignorant 
of the way down and knowing that at · least five hour-s' going· across 
strange mountains lay before us, his cheerful smile and his amusement 
at his o\\·n weariness, which he had never ~dmitted till then, enlivened 
our meal and helped to put the party into high spirits once more. 

I was not there when he descended abruptly 30 ft. into the berg
schrund below the Dent du Requin on top of his companion who had, 
·~lready fallen through the brittle snow bridge, his axe belay having· 
been pulled out of the slushy late afternoon snow, but I do not doubt 
that he had a good laugh about the situ3:tion in general and himself 
in particular, }?efore looking around for a way out, which luckily he 
found. In the same way he was able to see the joke at the time and 
in spite of his pain (which prevented him from sitting down for a 
week), when as President of the C.U.M.C. he led a glissade down 
what he imagin1d to be a snow gully on Buchaille Etive Mor, Glencoe, 
and found it to be pure ice. At alarming-sp.eed he sped away, hit a 
rock, shot 30 ft. through the air, lost his axe and careered head first 
down the slope and into some sharp scree 300 feet below. When we 
reached him, after some cautious step-cutting, he demanded the 
whisky flask, took a long pull, and then had a good laugh a's it was 
described to him what he looked like flying through the air. No 
doubt those who were with him in the Himalaya will have similar 
stories of his unfailing good spirits and sens~ of humour. 

Born in 1911, the eldest son of Canon Wigram, Edmund was 
educated at Marlborough and Trinity College, Cambridge, where 
he .rowed for 1st Trinity Boat Club and was elected to 
Leander. ' He began climbing in Great Britain and the Alps as a 
schoolboy, and was already an experienced mountaineer when he was 
president of the C.U .M.C. in 1931-2. He was elected to the Alpine 
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Club in 1933, at the early age of 22, and took part in the Everest 
reconnaisance expedition of 1935, where he distinguished himself by 
climbing nearly twenty. peaks of over 2o,ooo ft. He was a member of 
the 1936 Everest expedition, but, owing to the · appalling weather 
conditions of that year, got no higher than the North Col. On his 
way hac~ from this expedition he got off the ship at Marseilles and with· 
one or two others made up for what he had missed, climbing in the 
V alais from Arolla and Zinal before returning to England. • ·. 

In 1937, after taking ·the M.R.C.S. and L.R.C.P., London, he had 
a · most successful season in the Dauphine and Mont Blanc areas, 
among other expeditions traversing the Meije from ~ the .Promontoire 
hut to La Grave in 6! _hours, and traversing the Ecrins at the third. 
attempt in very difficult conditions at the end of June. This ~as his 
last serious climbing. His medical duties, marriage and finally the 
war intervened. , 
. After a House appointment as obstetrician at St. Thomas' Hospital, 
he went on to the Radcliffe Infirmary, Oxford, in 1938-, a job to which 
he had returned after demobilisation at the end of 1945, shortly before 
his death. In January 1938 he took part in a successful high level 
ski mountaineering expedition from Ober Gnrgl in Oetztal to Davos. 
He was· not a good skier and ·he broke· two pairs of ski on the · w·ay, but 
he got through, and added to the amusement of the party by his 
' schuss and crump ' technique. ·. . 

During the war Edmund served as an M.O. in England; and after 
D Day in a Field Ambulance in France and Germany, but his war was · 
relieved by two pleasant trips to the mountains, the first in 1940 as 
M.O. to the skiing battalion formed for Finland, with ""'·hich he had 
a brief stay in Chamonix, and the second at the end of 1943, when he 
went to the Rockies as M.O. and instructor in mountaineering with 
the training ·team which accompanied the IJovat Scouts, returning in 
the spring of 1944. 'He was married in 1938, his wife being a sister 
from St. Thomas' Hospital, and had two sons . 

. A. M. GREENWOOD • 

• 
• 

ROBERT ARNOLD· BROWN. 

1884-1945 

ALTHOUGH he only joined the Club .in 1943, Arnold Brown had been 
for over fifty years a keen lover of the hills. Most of his climbing had 
been done in Scotland and his first climb at the early age. of I t was a 
traverse with me of the main ridge of the Arran hills. During ·his 
numerous visits to the Continent on business he usually managed to 
fit in an odd day or two in the Alps, but so far as I can remember he 
only spent one real holiday there, three weeks of very unsettled weather 
in 19-10. He was a son-in-law of F. A .. Y. Brown, who made the first 
ascent of Mont .Blanc from the Italian Miage Glacier (A.J. 4· 261 sqq.) . 

• 
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He served in the 1914-18 war with the 6th battalion, Argyll and 
Sutherland Highlanders in the 51st (Highland) Division. He finished 
up as a Brigade Major in the sth Division and was awarded the Military 
Cross. ·After that war he· commanded the sth/6th battalion of the 
Argylls for five years and on retiring was awarded a Brevet Colonelcy. 

He joined the S.M.C. in 1908, and was a regular attendant at, their 
New )Tear and Easter Meets. He served on the Committee of that 
Club in 1924-26. His very unexpected death in Noyember 1945 
-came as a great shock to his many friends. · 

I-I. MAcRoBERT . 

. A.LOIS POLLINGER 11 
' 

1874- 1945 

NoNE who has seen Alois PoUinger striding along a narrow and exposed 
ridge, or carving mighty steps in the steepest of· ice slopes, would 
.deny his claim as a guide of the highest class. His burly and powerful · 
forin reminiscent of Alexander Burgener was the personification 
of strength. On difficult rocks his methods were the ·very antithesis 
of those of his brother J osef or of his colisin_ Franz Lochma'tter, he .
seemed to force his way upwards by -sheer resistless power. In later" 
lif~ he became perhaps of too heavy a buil~ and, in 1921, laughingly 
ass:u:fed me after a successful lead,_ that the Mummery crack of Grepon· 
vvas becoming slightly too constricted for his girth. At· the rappel 
on the Grand Gen~arme, however, one heave of his body seemed to 
bring him to the platform at the base, an extraordinary effort of muscular 
strerigth and timing. . . 

Alois was the third son of the famous Alois Pollinger I of St. Niklaus . 
. Like Josef, he went as second to his father from a very early age, 
becoming a certificated guide about 1895· For· some years he climbed 
almost exclusively with J osef, and it was on the Zinal Rothorn in i 896 
that : l made acquaintance with him and his Herr, Mr. Henry L. 
·stirhson, our Honorary Member and late Secretary for War, Washing
ton: I · have written elsewhere of our futile efforts ·to keep near the 
party in the descent.1 · l.Jater he went as leading guide with many 
·parties, mostly British. But it was with Mr. Edward Broome and Pro
fessor H. K. Corning that Alois became famous as one of the foremost 
_guides of his time. I have no notes of his: climbs, ·but I can recall 
his first crossing of the Col des Nantillons from the · Chamonix side, 
·of the traverse of all the Gabelhorner, probably new in parts, and of 
what was undoubtedly the first ascent of Zinal Rothorn by the S. an~te 
(Rothornjoch) 2 all ·of . these with Mr.· Btoome. He led Robert 
Corry and Waiter IJarden in a prolonged and complicated tour of the 
Western Pennines ending up at Chamonix in 1897·.· · He accompanied 
:E. A. FitzGerald's party in tl)e first successfvJ .A.c;oncagua expedition, 

1 A.J. 53· I I-12. 
2 Alpes V alaisannes does · not agree. 
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and, with his brother Jos.ef, the Baronne de l\1eyendorff's party to the 
... t\ndes, resulting in the first ascents of the high peaks, Trains, Torlosa. 
and a nameless summit,3 all of the 6ooo metre category. 

At his best, and before increasing weight and incipient illness had 
handicapped his powers, Alois had but few superior as a wielder 
of the heaviest of sacks he had none. Incidentally, it might be 
added, no guide was ever more attentive to his Herr's comfort and 
needs he was the very personification of unselfishness, and no one 
has better cause to realise this than myself. He would doubtless. 
have made a better Divisional Commander than a C.-in-C. When 
accompanying an uncongenial party he was below his best, some 
mountaineers of his acquaintance and guiding appear to have 
exercised a mental pinprick policy on him. He may be said to have 
been often unfortunate in his companions. To me as a friend of 
long standing he spoke of himself as an ' unlucky guide.' Yet none 
could be a more cheerful companion when among his real friends. 
He was devoted, to take but one example, to the Broome-Corning 
family for two generations ; in fact Miss Ursula Corning was climbing 
with Alois up to a year or two before the war. I must· have been 
scores of times on the same mountain as Alois ; it is well known that 
the PolJinger-Lochmatter scpool enjoyed nothing more than .making 
up family parties for the same peak. Yet once only, in 190_6, was I 
his companion. It was an unfortunate day for Alois : in an attempt 
to cross Taschhorn-Dom 4· we were defeated by intense cold and a_ 
N.E. gale at the Domjoch and f9rced to return to Taschhorn. Alois 
lost the major part of three adjacent fingers through frostbite. I 
need only add that this loss was caused through Alois refusing to wear 
gloves ; being terrified that mine should become wet, he was keeping 
his own dry in his pocket for me. No efforts on my part or on Josef's 
" rould induce him to change his mind, and his selfless devotion laid 
him up for_ many weeks. 

Alois had other unfortunate mishaps, for none of which was he to 
blame. There was an altercation in one of Grand Comb.in's berg
schrunds many years ago. There was a bad fall on his own S. arete 
of Rothorn, brought about by the lighthearted and irresponsible 
party he was leading, whose subsequent and tasteless remarks, regard
less of facts, caused Alois much mental distress. Finally came the 
long and painful. illness, causing him to be bedridden and often un -· 
conscious for three whole years before the end. A telegram to The 
Times of October -5 announced his death. 

I have said perhaps enough of a first class guide and best of good 
fellows whose feats include many ascents of all the great and important 
as well as of secondary peaks in the,whole of the Western Alps. Alone the 

3 Accidentally omitted in Josef Pollinger's obituary, A.J. 54· 296 sqq.-
• E. L. S. 

4 Mr. Amery, another old friend of Alois, writes to me that curiously enough 
the only time they were actually together on a mountain was also in a (success
ful) traverse of Taschhorn-Dom. 

• 
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Dolomites remained unknown in fact nothing would induce him to 
go near them ! At the end death must have come as a blessing and 
relief, but a kindly and affectionate memory will survive. 

E. L. STRUTT. 

THE death of ALors PoLLINGER removes another of that band of fine 
guides associated with the village of St. Niklaus. Alois.was a thoroughly 
sound good mountaineer, and in his younger days accomplished many 
very difficult climbs, but was not adventurous, in later years confining 
himself mostly to the beaten track on the great mountains. He was 
excellent on snow and ice and a delightful companion. With ladies, 
he was tpe .ideal guide and looked after them in a fatherly manner. 
Years ago a lady at Zermatt complained to me that she never got to the 
top of her mountain. I recommended one or two things to give her 
more comfort and suggested she should engage Alois. Some years 
later I met her again and spe told me she had taken my advice and had 
never since failed on a climb. Alois was most kind .and attentive to 
his clients and was a great gentleman. 

He accompanied me occasionally, with Josef, in the winter time, and 
used to tell me the numerous stories of the valley of ghosts and fairies, 
which I always regarded as a great compliment, as, in my experience, 
it is difficult to get the guides to talk of such things, and _they will 
only do so when they regard one as a personal friend. . 
· He was a very competent guide and a cheerful companion ; by his 
death I have lost a dear friend. · 

JOSEF POLLINGER 

BY CHARLES GOS 

R. w. LLOYD. 

We are most grateful to the Editor, Die Alpen, for his courtesy in allowing 
us to reprint this portion of M. Gos' In Memoriam notice of Jose£ Pollinger, and 
to Mr. R. L. G. Irving for his translation from the French original. EDITOR. 

JosEF PoLLINGER, whose friendship I have enjoyed for more than · 
forty years, was, like all great guides, well disposed towards guideless 
climbers. His advice was always sound and to the point, and it 
·often helped us Ft'ihrerlose to achieve success. 

One day, at the Riffelalp, when my brother Emile and I could not 
lay our hands on any photograph which 'YOuld help us to identify a 
route we hoped to follo\v, we took J osef up to the room which my father, 
the artist Albert Gos, used as a studio. Standing in front of a canvas 
which showed the peak in question, J osef gazed at it for a long time, 
but he lost his way among all the markings of brush and spatula ; he 
·could make ·nothing of the confused amalgam presented by the im
pasted colours and intermingled tones when looked at close, so, after 
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some hesitation, he burst out with entertaining candour : ' I've 
climbed the peak any number of times, but this is the first time I've 
lost my way ·on it ! ' In the end we found where we wanted to go .. 
My father loved these visits 'of the guides. These men of the mountain 
would stand . in front of his . pictures gravely discussing their ascents, 
pointing out various possible routes, calculating the chances of success, 
recalling adventures they· had had. 

In the spring of 1938 when I was at Taormina in Sicily, I met two 
members of the Alpine Club, E. C. Oppenheim and H. W. C. Bowdoin, 
who, when they were not in the Alps, were living in these incomparable 
beauty spots where Greek mythology survives with all the freshness 
and the poetry of the Homeric age. On a terrace. where the scents 
of orange trees and eucalyptus were wafted to us, \Vith the smoke of 
Etna and its eternal snows in full ·view, we were talking. of our climbs. 
As I had come straight out from St. Niklaus the· conversation neces
sarily included some reference to its guides. Oppenheim described 
an incident that occurred on the N. face of the Zermatt Brei thorn in 
1898, and this '. timid climber ' added with a hearty laugh : ' J osef 
could do a bit of talking on occasion, I can tell you ! I only once saw 
him really angry and I've never forgotten it. I was ~limbing with 
him and Franz Lochmatter in 1902, five gorgeous weeks we had ... 
and one day on the Aletschhorn a perfectly fatuous impulse seized me 
and I asked, in fact I requested J osef to let me take the lead. , J osef 
and Franz both .agtet?d I expect it was to let me realise the enormity 
of the request. Well, I had not gone much more than thirty yards 
before I got completely stuck on a bit of snow ridge. In my dilem~a 
I turned round .to ask my guides what to do. Whereupon J osef, who 
had been keeping his eye on me with the rope held tight, without 
uttering a \vord, suddenly ' exploded : 

'"Ach, dischi Herru! Di gloubunt schi sigii di greeschtu Biirgstiger und 
welluunt vor du Fiehreru gah ! Aber jetz, . wa well-da·r gah? Was 
well-diir machu? Herr Gott nuch amal! Blibiit doch hinner du 
Fiehreru, das ist sicher d's besta fiir alii . ... "' 

Oppenheim ended with a chuckle. : ' It was the best telling off I've 
ever had ! But it may· be I'm the only amateur who has had the 
honour of guiding patrons like J osef Pollinger and Franz Lochmatter ~, 1 

I opened Josef's guide's book, and there on p. 128 I read Oppenheim's 
own testimony, which ended with these words : ' I have no reason to 
alter my opinion with regard to Josef Pollinger's superlatively fine 
qualities as guide.' Rather nice, that phrase, ' I have no reason to 
alter my opinion,' when read in the knqwledge of what. had happened 

1 Oppenheim wrote in his guide's book: 'The icefall was particularly bad 
this season, and in traversing a wall of clear ice, on which we accidentally 
found oursc:lves embarked without being able to turn back, Joseph displayed . 
to the full all those qualities of daring pertinacity and judgment which Mr. 
Fonblanque so justly appreciates. 
. ' I am a timid climber by nature, but Josef Pollinger inspires me with a 
confidence in the most difficult places which I would find it impossible to feel 
except under the hypnotic influence of his leadership., 

• 
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on the Aletschhorn. I do not mind saying I too had a good laugh out 
of it. 

It was, if I am not mistaken, to celebrate the completion of his 
twenty-five years of membership of the Alpine Club that the friends 
of that distinguished climber Sir Edward Davidson got up a dinner 
in his honour, and brought over from St. Niklaus, in the strictest 
secrecy, the two_ guides he· regularly climbed with, Josef Pollinger and 
Franz Locl}matter. ...J\s the meal ended, a curtain at ·the back of the 
room was drawn aside, when lo and behold ! Jose£ and Franz sitting 
at a table quietly enjoying a drink. Imagine the amazement of the 
veteran himself and of the others who were not in the secret. · ' We 
might almost be at Madame Tussaud's,' whispered one of the guests. 
These two lions of St. Niklaus were so spoiled, so entertained and 
feasted, that they left London more exhausted than if they had done, 
shall we say, the Peteret ridge up and down in a day. ' On one 
occasion,' j osef. told me, ' in the country a little way out of London, 
Franz and I took a small boat out on the Thames. We were caught 
in the current and as we were not much of a hand with the oars we 
began slapping the water as if we were heating out rye, with the 
result that the boat began twisting about in all directions. We finished 
up completely soused, but we managed to reach the bank.' 'You feel 
more at home on the Grepon or the Whymper Couloir on the V erte ? ' 
I suggested. ' Rather so ! ' was J osef's answer ; ' there's less move-
ment under you.' , · . 

In 1941 I was laid up at La Fouly. A letter arrived one day from 
Josef asking me if I was coming over soon to St. Niklaus to talk over 
old times. I wrote back to say I was unfortunately laid up .... 
Ther~upon J osef replied something to this effect : ' As you are laid 
up and cannot come to me, I must come over to you, and if you are 
feeling more like it, we can go up and call on Maurice Crettez.' Alas, 
fate ordained that this delightful plan was not to be realised, but it 
shows the sort of heart that was in this great. mountaineer. We never 
met again. · . 

A visit to Josef in his chalet at St. Niklaus was always a delight; 
the three builders who put it up were all famous men from Valtour
nanche, Jean-Baptiste Maquignaz, a son of Jean-Joseph and one of 
the conquerors of the Aiguille du Geant, Cesar Meynet who made the 
·first ascen~ of one of the · J umeaux de Valtournanche, and the third 
w·as one of the Pellissiers, who died in the Caucasus on Piacenza's 
expedition. There, in the family Wohnstube, with its small windows, 
its white starched curtains, its scarle_t geraniums and its souvenirs 
of all sorts brought back from expeditions in distant regions, pipes 
would be lit and the exchange of reminiscences would begin. On 
the great beam that ran across the ceiling was this inscription in 
English: J .S. Josef Pollinger and his wife, Maria Schanton, built 
this house. Come live \Vith me and be my love, . and we will all the 
pleasures prove. March I 900. . · 

In winter a great stove made of pierre de Bagnes. gave out a pleasant 

' 
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\Varmth, while just outside, the usual noisy turmoil of the rushing 
Visp, .subdued by the snow of winter, rose up into the dazzling sun
shine in a murmur of plainsong. But of all my memories of J osef 
there is one that I particularly cherish and would like to record here. 
He was spending the spring in his old chalet at Biffig, a lonely hamlet 
about twenty minutes' walk up the valley from St. Niklaus. I went 
there one day to find no J osef at home ; · the chalet was shut up. 
Disappointed, I tried the garden : not a sign of anyone ; . nor in the 
raccard 2 ; but at the far end of the meadow where the bees were kept, 
I found Josef smoking his pipe. I went over to him and sat down. 
Above us was sky of purest blue, a small apple tree in blossom drooped 
over the humming hives, a runnel of water rushing by us sparkled in 
the sun ; our talk, as was only fitting, was of climbing. All at once 
Josef stretched out his arm and withdrew it with a bee quivering on 
his hand. He gazed at it till it flew off again. And this man who had 
been the first to venture on a descent of the ice-hung Brenva route 
quietly remarked : ' I do so love to come and sit and smoke here so 
that I can listen to the singing of the bees.' 

!l A raccard is a small Valaisan chalet built on short pillars, used for keeping 
hay and often for things we keep in a cellar ; mazot is another name for it. 

EXPEDITIONS 

Pennine Alps 

ZINAL RoTHORN, 4223 m. 13,855 ft. By the E. face. August 6, 
1945. MM. R. Greloz, A. Roch and R. Schmid. The party bivou
acked r! hrs. above the Trift inn and set out at 2.30 A.M. They 
attacked the lowest rocks at 5.20 A.M., ascending to the left of the 
couloir followed by Mr.' G. W. Young's party in 1907. After two 
hours' climbing they crossed to the right, making for a series of steep 
ledges which lie just N. of the great central cliff. They were separated 
from these ledges by a vertical wall 20 m. high, which required the use · 
of six pitons. Above this wall they followed the series of ledges, 
exceedingly steep but with good holds. Two heavy stonefalls were 
encountered, one on the vertical wall and one higher up. The angle 
eases near the summit, but the final exit to the S. arete is by an over
hanging chimney. The summit .was reached at I P.M., 7~ hours 
having been spent in climbing the 8oo m. of the E. face. 

The route taken lies midway between that of 1\Ir. G. W. Young's 
party (A.J. 23. 649) · and of E.; R. Blanchet, Kaspar l\1ooser and 
Richard Pollinger of 1933 (A.J. 45· 319). The general line, up the 
centre of the E. fac~, can be seen in the illustration A.J. 45, facing 313 . 
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